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428 4th Street NE | Washington, DC 20002 
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SUMMARY  Proven organizational and project leader with multifaceted experience in directing 
public private partnerships that include economic development, transportation planning, civil 
engineering and land development. Exemplary experience guiding organizational development, 
strategic planning, industry research and business development. 

Dynamic communicator who can present in a variety of settings and amongst diverse audiences.

Superior skills in developing public, private and nonprofit business plans and leading complex 
programmatic and capital projects including design, feasibility analysis, finance and execution.  

EXPERIENCE 
Principal, Building Creative, Washington, DC January 2012 to Present 

—Lead all aspects of our client’s public, private or nonprofit real estate projects including master    
planning and urban design, transportation planning, engineering, feasibility analysis, budgeting, 
finance and complex entitlements.  
—Develop and implement strategic plans for public entities, private companies, nonprofits and 
other clients seeking to create public benefits and make positive community impact.
—Provide specialty services in leveraging arts and cultural assets to build visibility and value. 
Select clients: Enterprise Community Partners, Foulger-Pratt, Jair Lynch Real Estate Partners, 
SmartGrowth America, Washington Improv Theater, DC Youth Orchestra, and Urban Land Institute. 

Project Director, Vision McMillan Partners, Washington, DC June 2012 – July 2016 

—Directed all aspects of $800M public-private partnership to redevelop the 25-acre historic McMillan 
Sand Filtration Site into a 2M square foot, mixed-use community including site and transit planning 
to support new healthcare facilities, mixed-income multifamily and townhouse residential units, a 
full service grocer, neighborhood retail, 24 adapted historic structures, 70,000 square feet of 
adapted underground groin vaults, a community center and an 8-acre public park. 
—Directed large project management team to secure entitlements including NCPC, HPRB, Mayor’s 
Agent, Zoning Commission orders on seven parcels – previously no development was permitted by 
right. Developed a business plan for a master project association that would oversee property 
management, and provide placemaking, marketing, environmental design and activation. 

Adjunct Professor, George Mason University, Arlington, VA  August 2010 to Present 

—Developed curriculum and teach Arts Entrepreneurship in the Arts Management graduate program of 
College of Visual and Performing Arts.  
—Participate in strategic planning to grow the department and its impact. 

Executive Director, CulturalDC, Washington, DC  August 1998 - June 2012 

—Facilitated complex mixed-use, P3 development projects requiring exemplary design, civic 
engagement and preferred public uses, on behalf of federal, local government, private developers 
and nonprofit partners.
—Raised regional awareness of impact of arts development and value of culture in community 
development, creating 18 new facilities that house artists and arts organizations. 
—Founded and developed an organization with $1.6M annual operating budget, two facilities, an 
active 23-member Board of Directors and staff of fifteen.
—Created Flashpoint incubator combining strategic business support with affordable downtown co-
working space(2002). Negotiated acquisition of Source, a legendary small theater, and restored it as 
a revenue-positive asset providing shared space for area performing arts groups(2008). 



Program Officer, Partners for Livable Communities, Washington, DC  August 1997 - August 1998 

—Managed Culture Builds Communities initiative, delivering technical assistance to public agencies, 
foundations and nonprofit organizations looking to put cultural assets to work for community 
revitalization. -- Developed and managed multi-year multi-million dollar initiatives of the William 
Penn Foundation and Greater Kansas City Community Foundation to assist neighborhood-based 
organizations using artistic programs for community building and outreach. 
—Published Arts in a Living Downtown: A Guide to Putting Arts to Work for Downtown Revitalization 
(1998). 

Program Assistant, National Main Street Center, Washington, DC  May 1997 - August 1997 

Business Manager, Taco Bell Corporation, Charlotte, NC June 1992 – July 1994 

EDUCATION 

Bachelor of Science, Mathematical Economics, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC 

Master of Community Planning, specializing Economic Development, School of Architecture, Planning 
and Preservation, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 

● Faculty Award for Most Outstanding Student
● Larry Reich Award for Best Thesis

Certified Main Street Manager, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Washington, DC 

SELECT HONORS 

Women Who Mean Business Award, Washington Business Journal, Washington, DC, 2009 

Meyer Foundation Exponent Award for Outstanding Nonprofit Leadership, Eugene and Agnes E. 

Meyer Foundation, Washington, DC, 2008 

Young and Influential [people] Remaking the Arts Scene, The Washington Post, Washington, DC, 
September 14, 2008 

Mayor’s Arts Award, Excellence in Service to the Arts, The Honorable Adrian M. Fenty, Washington, 
DC, 2007 

Washington Post Award for Innovative Leadership in the Theatre Community, Helen Hayes Awards, 
Washington, DC, 2007 

Powers That Will Be of 150 Most Powerful People, Washingtonian Magazine, Washington, DC, 
October 2007 

Leadership Greater Washington, Class of 2001, Washington, DC 

8 Women to Watch under 40, of 100 Most Powerful Women, Washingtonian Magazine, Washington, 
DC, September 2001 

REFERENCES and COMMUNITY SERVICE   Available upon request 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SELECT PROJECTS 

Housing Leaders Group of Greater Washington 2017 Regional Impact Convenings. Building Creative 
was hired in Spring 2017 to design and facilitate a planning process, convening sixty key public and 
private leaders to cooperate and commit to bold, thoughtful solutions for housing affordability 
throughout the Washington, DC, region. We are charged with driving the work with collaborators from 
Enterprise Community Partners, Greater Washington Council of Governments, Greater Washington 
Community Foundation, Washington Regional Association of Grantmakers and Citi Community Capital.  

McMillan Historic District. Coordinating among the District of Columbia, EYA, Jair Lynch Real Estate 
Partners and Trammell Crow, Anne directed a $800M public-private partnership redeveloping the 25-
acre historic McMillan Sand Filtration Site into a 2M square foot, mixed-use community including 
healthcare facilities, mixed-income multifamily and townhouse residential units, a full service 
grocer, neighborhood retail, 24 adapted historic structures, 70,000 square feet of adapted 
underground groin vaults, a community center and an 8-acre public park.  She led the Masterplan and 
project architecture, engineering, community engagement, branding + marketing and numerous 
specialties including a Public Art Plan, Walking Museum, public space management plan. Anne's 
leadership paved the way to secure all entitlements including HPRB approval, Mayor’s Agent order, 
First and Second Stage PUD orders on seven parcels when previously no development was permitted 
by right. She developed a business plan for a master project association that would oversee property 
management, and provide placemaking – marketing, environmental design and activation.

Monroe Street Market. Working with Bozzuto Development Group and Abdo Development on the 
redevelopment of Catholic University South Campus, Anne advised site design and architecture and 
lead the planning for operations, programming and implementation strategies for a multi-use arts 
complex located in the District’s Brookland neighborhood. We conducted stakeholder interviews, 
focus groups and site visits to define a sustainable operating model to ensure these spaces remain 
populated and active. We designed and implemented the artist selection process to lease 27 artist 
studios along the Arts Walk. CulturalDC managed the Edgewood Arts Building, a 3,000 sq. ft. arts flex 
building and act as an active liaison with the artist tenants.  

Source (1835 14th Street NW). Via CulturalDC, Anne developed and operated Source multi-use 
performing arts space in the 14th Street Arts District. Source's 150-seat black box is vital to the area's 
small and medium-sized arts organizations because the space is intimate, flexible and affordable. 
After purchasing the property in October 2006, CulturalDC completed an extensive $3.5 million 
renovation in June 2008. Source provides a well-equipped black box, classroom, rehearsal studio and 
administrative space to resident companies and area performing arts groups.  

Mather Studios (916 G Street, NW). In partnership with private developer PN Hoffman, Anne 
developed a dynamic center for creative living and industry in the heart of historic downtown DC. 
The project was the culmination of many years of community input and its implementation is a direct 
result of Anne’s willingness to advocate for and respond to the community vision. 

The project included 38 market-rate loft-style condominiums, 12 affordable artist live/work 
condominiums and Flashpoint, a multi-disciplinary arts incubator. Her organization recruited and 
selected 50 qualified applicants, held a lottery, and provided technical assistance to the buyers of the 
affordable units. 
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Within Mather Studios, Anne developed and managed Flashpoint, DC’s first arts incubator. A 
collaborative business center, Flashpoint provided strategic business support and affordable space for 
up to eight arts organizations. This stylish, downtown venue showcased new and experimental work 
by visual and performing artists. 

Atlas Performing Arts Center. Anne brokered the deal that allowed for the redevelopment of the historic 
Atlas Theater (13th & H Streets, NE). After 25 years of the property sitting predominantly vacant, 
Anne worked for three years to build a relationship with the owners, H Street Community 
Development Corporation, conduct a feasibility analysis and create a viable plan for the reuse of the 
site as a community arts center. Recommendations included site plans and financial scenarios. Anne 
introduced the future founder to the Atlas and H Street, and facilitated the sale of the property, 
including negotiating the forgiveness of the publicly-held mortgage on the property. Anne also 
provided guidance as the project took shape, advised on design and operational structure, identified 
key consultants, board members and funders, recruited anchor tenant Joy of Motion Dance Center, 
and has continued to regularly refer renters and resident companies, such as StepAfrika! and 
Rorschach Theatre, to the facility. 

Opened in phases beginning in 2004, APAC houses four performance venues, dance studios and 
classrooms, annually bringing over 150,000 patrons to the area providing affordable access to 
professional dance and theatrical performances, plus extra-curricular arts educational opportunities 
for children and adults. 

Brookland Artspace Lofts.  Anne worked with Artspace, a nonprofit developer out of Minnesota, in 
the development of a $13.2 million project, the Brookland Artspace Lofts, The property houses 39 
affordable units, each with both residential and studio space, for artists and their families. The 
property also has a rehearsal studio along with 2 units that serve as classroom, office space and 
intern housing for Dance Place. The Victor L. Selman Gallery serves the community on the main floor. 
Anne's team provided design assistance, market analysis support, community outreach and grant 
application assistance. The property opened at full capacity in Spring of 2011.  

Cultural Arts Center at Eastgate. In cooperation with the DC Housing Authority, A&R Development, 
The Henson Company and community leadership, Anne's team developed a business plan for a new 
cultural arts center for the Eastgate Gardens HOPE VI project site along Benning Road, SE in Ward 7.  

Tivoli Square. When this project hit a complete standstill, Anne and her team jumped to the aid of 
Horning Brothers in re-planning the restoration and redevelopment of the historic Tivoli Theatre 
(3333 14th Street, NW). Anne advised on the site design and the physical and economic impacts of 
various arts uses. Anne proposed an arts use that would not require full restoration of the theatre 
space but would provide a dynamic addition to the program — a compromise of arts and historic 
demands. Pleasing city officials, community leaders and the performing arts community, the finished 
project now includes a 250-seat theatre and a permanent home for GALA Hispanic Theatre.  

City of Takoma Park Chambers Renovation. Working with iStudio Architecture and the City of 
Takoma Park, MD, Anne and her team guided the transformation a public auditorium into a multi-
user performance space. The space now accommodates spoken word events, music performances 
and dance recitals, all enabled by state of the art electrical and mechanical systems, theatrical 
lighting and a newly created stage. Anne counseled the City of Takoma Park to position the new 
auditorium as a rental space available to a variety of audiences. To this end, she created the pricing 
structure and drafted rental documents.She also conducted an analysis of comparable facilities and 
provided the City with guidelines outlining the security and operational requirements for maintaining 
a multi-user arts venue. The grand re-opening was held in May 2010. 
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